
Cozy Cabin Comfort, Year-Round

If you’re going to go whitetail deer hunting in Mississippi, the best opportunities 
are during the cold of winter. And when you’re staying in a quaint little cabin in 
the woods, you want that to be a comfortable and warm place for respite.

When Bobby Cole purchased some property with a one-room cabin in 
Mississippi and started making some improvements to it, one of the things 
he wanted to ratchet up was the insulation. Enter Johns Manville.

“For a wood cabin, one main concern in Mississippi in the wintertime is 
when it’s cold, it’s cold!” he said. “Sometimes you can tell that places are 
not insulated properly, or much at all. I knew I could get it done, but I wanted 
to make sure I used the right insulation. And your website made it easy.” 

Tapping Into Helpful Resources 
Cole works for Mossy Oak Gamekeepers and much of his time, both leisure 
and for work, involves hunting and the outdoor lifestyle. The original cabin 
was a studio-style with a bathroom. After a couple of years, Cole decided he 
wanted a kitchen and a dedicated bedroom, so he decided to enclose the 
large back porch to create those rooms.

Improvements to a small cabin in the Mississippi woods called for lots of 
changes, including upgrades to the insulation. Now, an outdoorsman and 
his family will be comfortable during their visits, no matter the season.
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“I got all kinds of advice on construction, but I didn’t 
know what to do with insulation. I did a little research 
on the internet and found JM’s website and started 
reading,” Cole said. 

After an initial email, JM Product Manager Ashleigh 
Denman introduced him to the Johns Manville Insulation 
Calculator, which he could use to fi gure out exactly 
what he needed.

“I put in the size of my walls, my location, all of that, 
and it helped me determine that I needed R-13 insulation 
and R-21 in the ceiling,” Cole said. Typical ceiling 
insulation in this area is R-30, but R-21 was the 
best option based on the cathedral-type ceilings 
and stud sizes. “It was super helpful, and Ashleigh 
was awesome!”

Doing the Work 
The original main part of the cabin, about 12x15 feet in 
size, had some insulation, but the newly enclosed porch 
did not. He turned that space, approximately 12x48 feet 
in size, into a kitchen and separate bedroom, making the 
entire place somewhere he and family can comfortably 
spend time.

“In the summer you want it to be cool, and in the winter, 
you want it warm,” he said. “In the winters we regularly 
get a couple of weeks where it’s in the 20s, and that’s 
when you want to be at the cabin. But also in the 
summer, in Mississippi, it gets hot!”

The entire project was DIY. Cole educated himself 
on JM’s website, then was able to pick up insulation 
products at his local Lowe’s. 

“I would watch You Tube installation videos, and the 
JM website was so informative that it all felt very 
doable,” Cole said. “I wore protective glasses and gloves 
and long sleeves and putting all the insulation in the 
walls was so simple. It only took a few hours. I really 
enjoyed this project!”

Looking for more information about residential fi berglass
options from Johns Manville? Try out the Insulation 
Calculator or check out our Home Insulation page for 
a variety of resources.

For JM customer support or technical 
assistance, call 1-800-644-4013.
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