
Squeaky Clean: Car Washes 
Turn to JM Insulation

It’s hot in the desert. While this statement comes as no surprise, did you ever stop 
to think about hot things operating in a hot location – like a desert – and what it 
takes to keep them running smoothly, without overheating?

If “insulation” came to mind, you’re right! In a hot location such as Las Vegas, 
keeping an electrical room full of equipment that creates a lot of heat is quite the 
job. Insulation plays a key role in keeping temperatures even and appropriate.

So when Central Valley Silver State Specialties out of Las Vegas, Nevada, recently 
constructed several new car washes in the Vegas area, they needed to insulate the 
electrical rooms and offices of each building. Keeping workers and equipment cool 
was a big deal, and so they put Johns Manville AP™ Foil to use, as well as some 
R-38 batts.

Rigid insulation like AP Foil provides the best R-value per inch, so builders can get 
the needed insulation value without the insulation being overly bulky or taking up a 
lot of room. In the car wash buildings, it helps keep the desert heat out.

“Rigid insulation is used primarily when the need is there to insulate a concrete 
tilt-up wall or CMU (brick) wall,” explained Steve Williams, Associate and Project 
Manager for Central Valley. “When installing the rigid board on a concrete or CMU 
wall, Z-Furring is used to hold the material in place and it also provides a surface for 
the drywall to be attached to.”

A group of new car washes in the Las Vegas area needed excellent 
thermal insulation. Johns Manville polyiso and fiberglass batts fit the bill.
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Tony Escalera, the Field Superintendent with Central Valley, 
said all the car wash locations in Vegas had the same design 
except for one that had a metal roof. The insulation batts were 
used in all the roofs, but the one location with the metal roof 
took a little extra work, since the batts had to be tied in with 
wire to the metal trusses instead of stapled in per normal.

For all of the drive-in, automatic car washes, Central Valley 
used 2” AP Foil for the office and electrical room walls, and 
R-38 batts for the ceilings. Each building used approximately 
60 boards (roughly 1,920 square feet) of the AP Foil and about 
1,500 square feet of batts. 

“We have a strong partnership with JM in this market,” 
Williams said. “And one of the reasons we choose JM is 
definitely for quality and for availability.”

Central Valley Silver State Specialties
The Central Valley team of expert installers service the 
northern Las Vegas area. A TruTeam company, Central Valley 
prides itself on best-in-class installation services that include 
insulation, air sealing and more.

Overseeing it all is TopBuild Corp. the leading installer and 
specialty distributor of insulation and building material 
products to the North American construction industry. Its 
insulation solutions and services are provided via TruTeam, 
which has approximately 235 branches across the country 
including Central Valley.

For JM customer support or technical 
assistance, call 1-800-293-3393.
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